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“On folding doors is the tiger mark;

On strong-built walls 1s Lakshmi’s form.
From kitchens wide dispensing alms
That praise and lasting merit earns
Abundant flows like rivulets

The cunjee rich that’s drained from rice
To drink this bulls engage in fight ... (50)
And muddy make the trampled ground.
The thick dust raised by running cars
Doth soil the various pictures drawn

On temple white, and make the bulls
Resemble elephants that roll

In lime. The sheds where bullocks feed
Have yards containing cooling tanks.
There hermitages too are seen.

The cuckoos with their great black mates
From shrubby groves do fly away ... (60)
To shun the smoke of oblation’s fire
That hermits bright with matted locks

Do light in demon-guarded shrines,

Not easy of access and grim,

To live with pebble-eating doves” (p. 33)
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“Where merchants live the fish is safe ... (225)
In the sea, and the cattle, in the land.

Quite free and happy are their lives

Amidst their multiplying kin

They know no foes; the fishes play



Near the fishers’ quarters unafraid,
And cattle multiply untouched

In butchers’ haunts. The merchants thus
Condemn the taking of these lives.
They tolerate not thieving vile.

They do their duties by the gods,
Oblations offer, tend with care

Fine bulls and cows, exalt the priests
That teach the Vedas four; they give
Their guests food cooked and uncooked too
Unstintingly they dispense alms,

And live a life of gracious love

The long yoke of their curv-ed plough
Is balanced with a central pin;

E’en so their hearts are poised and just.
They speak the truth and deem it shame
To lie. For others’ goods they have

The same regard as for their own

In trade. Nor do they try to get

Too much in selling their own goods,
Nor give too little when they buy.

They set a fair price on all things.

Their ancient wealth was thus acquired.

It’s here the merchants crowded live.” (p. 41)
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“At evening festivals when instruments

Are played, the worshippers with bodies washed
Make proper offerings to the dreaded gods

Of winkless eyes whom a heavenly halo girds,
Who wear fine fadeless blossoms and partake
Of votive rice. They worship too the god

Who is their chief and wields the battle axe,
Creator of the five prime elements:

The sky, the air, fire, water and the earth.
Young pretty women wearing jewels bright
Escorted by their husbands take with them
Their children bright whose lovely faces look
Like pollended lotus blooms: a comely group.
They go with flowers and incense to the shrine
Where dwells the god who doth protect the world

... (500)

... (510)
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There are abodes that look like scooped out rocks

Where rishis live that chant the Vedas well

And carry out the proper rites prescribed.

They feel they are one with the Universe

And reach high heaven while yet they are on earth.

They ne’er depart from virtue, love all life,

And live a saintly life of joy supreme.

In gardens full of wondrous blooms live monks

Revered by votaries who offer them ... (520)
Sweet honied flowers that do attract the bees

And incense sweet. They understand the past

And see the future as well as the events

That happen now, which they expound to men.

These know all things in heaven and earth,

And carry for their penance small-mouthed pots

In many threaded loops that look as though

They were well-chiselled out of stones. ...” (pp. 257 & 259)
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